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sed market share, passing from 20 % in 2003 
to 31% in 2004. Ecuador was the only country 
among the six in the anti-dumping process to 
have increased volume sales (but not value 
sales) compared to the corresponding period 
of 2003.

Almost all the main product categories 
showed a downward trend in imports, both 
in terms of volume and value, during the 
January-October period. Among the major 
import categories, frozen shell-on shrimp 
dropped 20% to 195 800 MT (during the first 
quarter it had increased 54% compared to 
2003). However, breaded frozen shrimp and 
ìother preparationsî showed an upward trend, 
helped by their exclusion from the anti-dum-
ping process.

Source: INFOPESCA

US Market

During the January-October period, US 
imports declined 8% in terms of value 
and 2% in terms of volume. The total 

value of imports over the period came to US$ 
2 812 millions while volumes amounted to 
399 400 MT. 

As a result of the anti-dumping process, the 
traditional seasonality of US shrimp imports 
was interrupted during 2004. Although impor-
ts during October appear to be recovering, 
they still remain lower than last year. 

Suppliers 

Thailand was by far the major supplier to the 
US market over the January-October period. 
Its level of imports was almost double the 
level reached by the second supplier, China. 
The top five Asian suppliers accounted 70 % 
of total import volumes.

As a result of the downward trend in US 
imports during the January-October period, 
sales from some major suppliers showed 
a drop in volumes. Thailand, China, India, 
Vietnam and Brazil experienced a decline in 
sales, losing twelve percentage points in terms 
of import share compared to 2003: during first 
10 months of 2003 these countries accounted 
66 % of total volume imports while the share 
reached just 54% during the same period of 
2004. Brazil suffered the largest decline at -
58%. All five countries were targeted in the 
anti-dumping process. 

Other countries have profited from the 
loss in market share of these five countries. 
Suppliers benefiting most included Indonesia, 
Ecuador, Mexico, Venezuela, Bangladesh and 
Malaysia. As a group, these countries increa-
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